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Prof Tony Brown, MB ChB, MRCP (UK), FRCS (Ed), FACEM, FFAEM (UK), FRCP (UK), FCEM (UK), Senior Staff Specialist, Department of Emergency Medicine, Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital, Professor, Discipline of Anaesthesiology and Critical Care, School of Medicine, University of Queensland. Editor-in-Chief of Emergency Medicine Australasia.   Professor Anthony Brown is the inaugural Chair of Emergency Medicine in the Division of Anaesthesiology and Critical Care, School of Medicine, University of Queensland. He is a Senior Staff Specialist in the Department of Emergency Medicine at the Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital. His other roles include the Editor-in-Chief of the Emergency Medicine Australasia journal, Senior Adjudicator for the Australasian College for Emergency Medicine Trainee Research Projects and Senior Examiner for the College Fellowship Examinations. Tony has published extensively and widely in numerous peer review journals and medical texts including a recent chapter in the renowned Oxford Textbook of Medicine. 

Ms Catrina Codd, RN, BSc, MPH, Research Manager, Queensland Emergency Medicine Research Foundation, Catrina Codd is the Research Manager of the Queensland Emergency Medicine Research Foundation.  She builds mutually beneficial research partnerships, provides support and advice to grant applicants, and administers grants.  She holds a Master of Public Health (majoring in epidemiology and statistics), a Bachelor of Science Degree (majoring in environmental pollution and health) and is a hospital based trained Registered Nurse. Catrina is also a Queensland Clinical Trials Network Human Research Ethics Committee member.  She was certified as a Clinical Research Associate and Trainer in 2006 with the Association of Clinical Research Professionals and delivered their Good Clinical Practice for Research Professionals courses.  She has over 26 years experience in healthcare and research, working in hospital, government, academic and pharmaceutical environments and has held a number of pioneering roles in research.  She was the first Clinical Research Manager for Clinical Network Services, helping establish this successful Contract Research Organisation based in Brisbane and worked on local, national and international research in a wide range of therapeutic areas.  

Mr Jean-François Desvignes-Hicks. Jean-François was appointed as Principal Project Manager with the Queensland Government (DEEDI) International Collaborations branch in January 2010. He is also an advisor for the Forum for European Australian Science and Technology cooperation (FEAST) at the Australian national University where he previously was the Deputy Director for the unit. He also worked at the French Embassy in Canberra with the Science and Technology counsellor. An important role with FEAST is to promote and advise on collaborations between the European Union R&D programs and Australia for projects in areas such as Health, Food-agriculture, and mobility as a National Contact Point for FP7.  He has a molecular biology background, having completed a Bachelor’s degree in France. He also studied at the University of Oklahoma (USA) and has a Masters from the University of Claude Bernard in Lyon (France).

A/Prof Suhail A. R. Doi, MBBS, FRCP, MClinEpid, PhD, Associate Professor of Clinical Epidemiology, School of Population Health, University of Queensland. Dr Doi is an Associate Professor of Clinical Epidemiology at the University of Queensland. Prior to joining the University in December 2009, he was working as an academic clinical Consultant in Endocrinology affiliated to Kuwait University where he was involved in teaching, student supervision, curriculum development and research. He has published widely and has more than 50 publications listed on PubMed and four book chapters. He is the co-author (with Dr Lukman Thalib) of the Doi-Thalib method for meta-analysis which was introduced in 2008 as an alternative to the random effects model. Dr Doi is on the editorial board of Clinical Medicine & Research and is a reviewer for several journals including European Journal of Public Health and Controlled Clinical Trials. His interest lies in research that addresses unanswered questions in patient care as well as questions related to methods of research design and analysis used in Medicine. Thus his research focuses on patient care topics such as epidemiology, prognosis and treatments of disease as well as methodology especially that related to meta-analysis. Specific interests lie in the clinical epidemiology of polycystic ovary syndrome (his group was responsible for defining its pathophysiology in 2005-2006), clinical epidemiologic methods to evaluate prognosis and treatment, pharmacoepidemiologic studies, and population based studies of cancer epidemiology. He has a specific methodologic interest in the refinement and proper use of the meta-analysis methodologies and would welcome inquiries from graduate students interested in this area.

Prof Gerry FitzGerald, MBBS, MD, BHA, FACEM FRACMA, FCHSE, Professor of Public Health (Emergency and Disaster Management), Faculty of Health, Queensland University of Technology. Professor FitzGerald graduated from the Medical School of the University of Queensland in 1976. He spent ten years as Director of the Emergency Department at Ipswich Hospital and then 13 years as Medical Director then Commissioner of the Queensland Ambulance Service. In 2003, he was appointed Chief Health Officer for Queensland then Deputy Director General of Queensland Health prior to taking us his current position as Professor of Public Health at QUT in 2006.

Professor FitzGerald’s particular interests lie in the development and evaluation of health care systems and in particular Emergency Medical Systems. His preliminary work on Emergency Department Triage has formed the basis of the Australasian Triage Scale which has in turn, led to similar triage system around the world. Since taking up his position at QUT, Professor FitzGerald has been leading the development of emergency and disaster management and health management programs. He currently holds a number of nationally competitive research grants. 

Dr Louisa Gordon, BEcon, MPH, PhD, Health Economist, NHMRC Post-doctoral Training Fellow, Queensland Institute of Medical Research. Louisa Gordon is a health economist and current recipient of an NHMRC Post-doctoral Training Fellowship.  Louisa holds degrees in economics and public health and has been working in the area of population health and oncology for the past 10 years. Since 2007, she has worked in the Cancer and Population Health Studies Group at Queensland Institute of Medical Research. Her primary interest are undertaking economic evaluations of disease prevention programs, technologies and new strategies for improving outcomes and cost-effectiveness of health care in cancer populations.  Her recent work has been in the areas of the economics and health benefits of solarium regulation to prevent skin cancer, treatment costs of ovarian cancer and using lung cancer genetics in the role of smoking-cessation.

A/Professor Nicholas Graves, PhD (econ).Associate Professor of Health Economics
School of Public Health and Institute of Health and Biomedical Innovation, Queensland University of Technology. Nick Graves is a Professor of Health Economics. His current research programme includes the economics of healthcare acquired infection, the economics of screening for chronic and infectious diseases, cost-effectiveness and health related behaviour for chronic conditions and modelling the relationship between depression and workplace productivity. He supervises PhD students, teaches economics to post-graduate students and has made research contributions of international significance.
Professor Peter A. Leggat, MD, PhD, DrPH, FAFPHM, FACTM, FACRRM, FFTM ACTM, FFTM RCPSG, FRGS, FACE, FSIA, FAICD, joined James Cook University in 1992 and is currently Head of the School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences, and Associate Dean for Faculty Affairs, Faculty of Medicine, Health and Molecular Sciences. He heads up one of the largest postgraduate Master of Public Health programs in Australia. He has published more than 400 papers in peer-reviewed journals and presented more than 300 papers at national and international conferences. Professor Leggat is also Deputy Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Travel Medicine (Wiley) and Editor, Industrial Health (JNIOSH), as well as holding several other senior editorial appointments. A former Fulbright Scholar (2002), he has attracted a number of prestigious awards, including more recently the 60th Sandford Jackson Memorial Medal of the Australian Medical Association in 2008. He has held Board positions on several professional and educational organizations, including the 15th JCU Council, the World Safety Organization (formerly Director General, 1997-99), the International Society of Travel Medicine and The Australasian College of Tropical Medicine (formerly President 1996-98, 2002-04, 2006-08). He has also consulted for a number of national and international organisations, including the Department of Defence, the Therapeutic Goods Authority and the World Health Organization. He has also a Visiting Medical Officer for Defence in Townsville since 1992 and holds honorary professorships in four universities in three countries.

Dr James Lind, BM, BS, FACEM, Director of Emergency Training, Gold Coast Hospital, Department of Emergency Medicine

A/Professor Michael McGuckin, BSc, PhD, Deputy Director of Research, Mater Medical Research Institute. Mike McGuckin is a NHMRC Senior Research Fellow and is Deputy Director (Research) at at the Mater Medical Research Institute in Brisbane where he also Heads the Mucosal Diseases Program.  Mike holds adjunct appointments as an Associate Professor at the University of Queensland and the University of Canberra. He is the author of over 90 papers in international peer-reviewed journals, and an inventor on 3 patents. Mike has a strong and consistent record of gaining independent competitive research funding including 12 NHMRC project grants since 1992 (9 as CI-A) and national and state funding by charitable organisations.  His CI-A funding 1992-2010 totals $5.29m and in 2010 he has $495,000 in Australian peer-reviewed funding as principal investigator.  In 2009 he was invited to present to 3 international and 3 national conferences.  Mike’s research is focused on how molecules known as mucins defend mucosal tissues from infection and chronic inflammation, and how these molecules, when produced by cancers, promote survival of cancer cells.  He has a long-standing interest in ovarian cancer and is working toward novel therapies and diagnostics for this disease.  Mike regularly reviews papers for international scientific journals and research grants for international and national funding organisations, and is currently a member of the Academy of the National Health and Medical Research Council.    

Professor Kerrie Mengersen, PhD (Statistics). Research Professor, Statistics, and Director of the Collaborative Centre for Data Analysis, Modelling and Computation, Queensland University of Technology.

Dr Tony O’Connell, MB, BS (Hons, Sydney), FANZCA, FCICM, CEO, Centre for Healthcare Improvement, Queensland Health
Professor Peter O’Rourke, BSc (Hons), BA (Hons), PhD, GCEd, Senior Biostatistician, Qld Institute of Medical Research (QIMR). Peter O’Rourke is the Senior Biostatistician, QIMR/Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital Statistics Unit, a member of Australian Centre for International and Tropical Health, Adjunct Professor in School of Public Health, QUT, and Adjunct Professor and Honorary Research Consultant in School of Veterinary Science, UQ. His primary role is to provide statistical consultancy to researchers and clinicians at QIMR and RBWH and to collaborate in their research. He provides statistical advice to researchers planning studies for funding by QEMRF. His previous roles were as Reader in Biostatistics in the School of Population Health, UQ and earlier still as a Biometrician with the Queensland Department of Primary Industries. He has published widely in collaboration with researchers in primary industries, public health, epidemiology and medical research. His research interests include the statistical aspects of problem formulation, study design, data analysis and interpretation with applications in public health, epidemiology, health systems, mental health, chronic and infectious disease, clinical trials and translational research.

Ms Michele Robinson, BA/LLB MIRAP (Masters of International Relations and Asian Politics). Director – International Collaborations, Department of Employment, Economic Development and Innovation.  Michele Robinson is professionally qualified as a lawyer and has a post graduate degree and teaching experience in international relations, peace and development studies.  Michele’s professional and intellectual achievements are underpinned by a strong personal interest in understanding the drivers of human relationships and collaboration in various environments. Communication and mutual respect are key.

Michele is currently the Director of International Collaborations (IC) in the Department of Employment, Economic Development and Innovation in Queensland. The unit works closely with other government agencies, industry and research institutions to strengthen the state’s strategic knowledge alliances through policy and program development, where she has a proven track record of successfully facilitating collaborations between Queensland researchers and leading international partners on global challenges.

In this role Michele builds on twelve years of public sector management and legislative reform in the areas of parliamentary practice and constitutional law, alternative dispute resolution, family law and the prevention of violence against women and children.

In addition, Michele has held executive positions on management committees of non-profit associations and organisations for many years.  In 2009 Michele was elected as Vice-President of the Australia-China Business Council due to her strong links with China in the field of research.  She is an Adjunct Member of Griffith University’s Centre for Environment and Population Health and in 2010 was appointed to the Queensland committee of the Australasian Research Management Society.

Professor Paul Scuffham, RPN, BA, PGDip Econ, PhD (Otago), Professor of Health Economics
School of Medicine, Griffith University and Director of a new Centre for Applied Health Economics where he directs a group of researchers evaluating submissions to the Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee.  His research interests span a wide range of issues including modelling costs and benefits of health care interventions; econometrics; public health (especially cardiology, aged-care, mental health, injury, vaccines and telemedicine); valuing health outcomes using discrete choice experiments; and comparing the effectiveness, efficiency and equity of health systems.  He has published over 100 articles in peer reviewed journals, economics discussion papers and commissioned reports, and is co-editor of Value in Health.  He is a co-editor of Value in Health - of one the top ranking journals in health services and health policy.

Professor Jeffry Soar, BA(Hons), GDipEd, GDip CommDataProc, MEd, PhD. Chair in Intelligent Domestic Healthcare Infrastructure, Faculty of Business, University of Queensland/University of Southern Queensland. Dr Soar is a researcher in smart homes and intelligent assistive technologies for independent living and access to care. He is the Director of the Collaboration for Ageing & Aged-care Informatics Research and Convenor of the Queensland Smart Home Initiative. One of his current projects is the ARC-funded Connected Communities of Care project linking Hervey Bay ED, Maryborough ED, GPLinks and Blue Care and involving Queensland Health and Nexus Online.

A/Professor David Taylor , MBBS, DRCOG, MPH, MD, FACEM, Director of Emergency and General Medicine Research, Austin Health, Heidelberg, Principal Fellow (Associate Professor), Department of Medicine (Austin Health & Northern Health), Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences, University of Melbourne. A University of Melbourne graduate, he undertook post-graduate training in the UK, worked as a volunteer in Papua New Guinea, as a medical officer in Antarctica and as a Research Fellow and Attending Physician in the USA. He undertakes and supervises much clinical research and serves on the ACEM Scientific and Trainee Research Committees, the ACEM Clinical Trials Group, the Austin Health Ethics Committee, and as Section Editor for Emergency Medicine Australasia.

 

Dr Ogilvie Thom, MBBS, FACEM, Grad Cert Clin Res Methods, PhD Candidate, Director of Emergency Medicine Research, Redcliffe Hospital, Lead Investigator Emergency Medicine, Qld Critical Care Research Group. Dr Thom recently moved to Qld in order to access QEMRF funding for his research as well as living next to a proper beach on the Sunshine Coast. He is completing a PhD in non-invasive cardiac output monitoring, fluid resuscitation and markers of resuscitation. Dr Thom trained in Melbourne at Monash Medical Centre and The Alfred Hospital, spent a year in Antarctica and then eight years at Box Hill Hospital as a Staff Specialist. He was a founding member of the ACEM Clinical Trials Group and is currently conducting a multicentre trial of stroke volume monitoring to guide fluid resuscitation with participating centres in Qld, UK and Hong Kong, as well as lab based studies in animal models
A/Professor Vivienne Tippett, BA, Grad.Dip.Psych, MPH, PhD, Director, Australian Centre for Prehospital Research, Queensland Ambulance Service.  Associate Professor Vivienne Tippett has 25 years experience in health services as a clinician, researcher and consultant. She is the Director of the Australian Centre for Prehospital Research and holds adjunct academic appointments to the School of Population Health, University of Queensland and at Queensland University of Technology. Her current research interests lie in trauma management and systems development, prehospital clinical care and performance indicators for the prehospital sector. 

Dr Kerrianne Watt, BSc (Hons), PhD (Epidemiology). Senior Lecturer, Nutrition, Environment, Injury and Disease, School of Population Health, The University of Queensland. Kerrianne Watt is an injury epidemiologist, with a particular focus on risk factors associated with injury (alcohol/substance). She joined the Injury and Disease Prevention team at SPH from the Australian Centre for Prehospital Research (Queensland Ambulance Service), where she spent 5 years gaining invaluable experience in issues associated with prehospital care. 
Kerrianne’s primary areas of interest include injury epidemiology and prevention. She has a background in epidemiology (with respect to injury; alcohol and other drugs of dependence); research methods; evidence-based practice; experience in data collection in Emergency Departments, and an understanding of the Psychology of behaviour change of substances of dependence. Kerrianne also has an adjunct appointment at the School of Public Health, Queensland University of Technology, where she enjoys contributing to the undergraduate paramedic curriculum. 

Kerrianne is currently an Investigator on several projects funded by the Queensland Injury Prevention Council, and played a key role in the Prevalence of Alcohol and Drugs in Emergency studies (1 and 2), which are currently being utilised by the WHO-affiliated ERCAAP (Emergency Room Collaborative Alcohol Analysis Project). She is a member of GBD 2005 Injury Expert group, the QLD Epidemiology Group; and the Public Health Association (Injury). Kerrianne is passionate about using a multidisciplinary focus to prevent injuries in the population, and contributing to the expansion of the injury and emergency health academic base in QLD. She is looking forward to integrating and expanding her links across the injury and emergency health sector.
Professor Gail Williams, PhD, Professor of Statistics, School of Population Health, University of Queensland

QEM Research Forum 02Sep2010 Biographies.doc
Page 2 of 4

